————— 


* 


# w | 


* T E N 


rom one in the Country, to his Frien in 

the City : In Relation to their Diſtreſ- 
ſes occaſioned by the doubt ful and les 

VvVaoiling Practice of the 


Inoctulation 


OF THE 


SMALLPO X: 


- 
— 


Printed for, and Sold by Nicholas PEST at the 
BIBLE in Cornhill, Boſton. And John Ed- 


eee 


wards, at the Corner ot Kings nen. 2721. 1 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
i 
'% 
i : 
f 
| 
| 
q 
144 
q 


2 * 


Ib ey Friend in the City. 1 


SIR, 


N Anſwer to your Requeſt, 1 have ſpent 
ſome thoughts upon the Subject of our 
laſt Conver lation, viz: Inocculation, which 
bas cauſed ſo many idle words, and an. 

'y Diſcourſes 3 to 10 — of em. 
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the uſe of it upon natural reaſons: But as fool 
uſe to. do, muſt wajt till experience does wore 
fully inftru& me. But then Secondly, as to the 
Mantter of inctodacing,” and carrying on the 
practice here in this Country; it I have the 


truth of the fac, ( which! <conteſs * tis difficult 


to come at in this day, to our ſhame it wil) be 


* Jpgker I can but condemn it upon the fol. 


Jowing 1eaſons 5 which Hoffer by way ot Que- 
ry, and ſubmit them to your and the Worlds 
Conſideration and Cenſure. The fa& | 85 
be this: A certain Clerg y-man (by the way 0 of 
Europe) received Advice of the Practice among 
the Maſſel- men, & faichful people of the prophet 
Mahomet; alſo more immediately and viva veer 
from ſome of the ſcattered Members of the 
good people in Guinea, who communicated it 
to the Fhyſitians in your Town; one of whom 


(without copſent of Js Brechrep) arg 
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the Practice here 4 midſt of a populous 
Town, ſoon affet, (it not before) the Guards 
which were placed by Authority at the doors of 
infected Houſes, (to prevent the carry ing our 
any Intection ) were taken off; when there was 
nt at leaſt a poſſibility that the ſpreading. ot the 
ur Diſtemper might be, prevented- ; Now , aganft. 
<> Wl this, L offer to your Conſideration. 5 
n- i. Met her this Practice was. not an offence again 
m. the Civil Government, and contrary to the Peace & 
d. Quiet of His Majeſties Liege * + | = Ol 
hy How daringly bold this Practice? for one- 
oft I fingle Apothecary, without conſent of his Bre- 
ols chren, without asking the Civil Power, without 
conſent. of the Nejghbours ; yea, againſt their 
Fears, their Cries and Clamours, to infe& his 
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the Family, with a Diſeaſe very Mortal and very 

the Contagious ! The late riotous wicked diſtur- 

ult I bance, ſhews the dangerous conſequence of ſuch 

be MW raſh practices I mention not this in che leaſh - 

fols — that horrid fact; No, I deteſt it ag. 

e- much as any man, and. pray God deliver us 

rids from fuch a Spirit. But think that Inocculati- 

eto I as it was firſtly practiſed, carried in it as 

y of much threatning and danger; yet being done 

ong with a good and charitable intention, & with: 

het out deſign of miſchief to any man, did not ren- 

voce der the Actor fo criminal. To ſpread a mor- 
the tal Contagion, What is it but to caſt abroad * 
d it I Arrows and Death? If a man ſhould wilful7ß 


hom throw a Bomb into a Toun, burn a Houſe, or 


uc bil a map, ought hg not to die ? ſo if a m 
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ſhould wil fully bring intection trom a peſos 
fick of a deadly and contagious Diſeaſe, into 1 
place of Health; is not the miſchief as great? 
Suppoſe that Jnocculation is to all thoſe'that ule 
it very ſate and  eneficial, that it anſwers all the 
deſired ends upon them; yet how can they an- 
ſwer it, to hazard the deſtruction ot their 
Neighbours, who are not of their opinion, and 
dare not practice it! Suppoſe then again (25 
we reaſonably may) chat of thoſe many who 
are lately {ain by the Small-pox; ſome few have 
taken it by their Jnocculated. Neighbours, who 
might otherwiſe have eſcaped it. How ſhall we 
excale our Mahometan Miſſionaries, from being 
truly, . tho” not deſignedly the cauſe of their 
death? If any perſons are ſatisfied, that this 
Practice is a good method to ſave them from 
the dangers of a mortal Diſeaſe which threatens 
them; 1 do not ſay they ought not to uſe it, 
but they ought to uſe it in ſuch a manner, 
may be with Surety to their Neighbours as well 

as themſelves. It men therefore will have ſuch 
Seeking) muſt they not make them lawful, and 
withdraw from the 6 into ſuch place 
where there can be no danger to their Neigb- 
bours, or elle obtain a common conlent 

2. Whether as the Practice bas been carried on, 
there bas not been Fut borrid. ee "our 
ane God NUT? 

1:do nor lee how” we can be excuſed. from 
great Impiety herein, (altho! the Doctors bold 


I 2 was conſecrated by the Authority a 
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u ave or ſix Reverend Subſcribers to a' certain 
1 Writing, deviſed for that purpoſe at the time) 

t? chen Miniſters and People, with loud & ſtrong | 
is MW Gries made Supplications to Almighty God, to 
be averc the Judgment of the Small-prx ( profefiing 
n- their faith in his Power and 'Goodnels) that 
ir though in the ordinary view of men it muſt 
nd WW ſpread, yet that it would pleaſe him (if ie 
might be agreeable to the ends of his Holinels)  _ 
ho WW to Exert his Almighty Power, and be better to 
us than our fears, in preventing the further 
ſpreading of the Diſtemper, as in his Mercies 
he had heretofore done. And at the ſame time, 
ſome have been carrying about inſtruments of 
Inocculation, and bottles ot the poiſonous Hu- 
mour to Infect all thoſe who were willing to 
ſubmit to it, whereby we might as naturally 
expect the Infection to ſpread, as a man to 
break his bones, by caſting himſelf head-long 
trom the higheſt Pinacle. Can any man 'inte& 

a Family in a Town in the Morning, and pray 

to God in the Evening, that the Diſtemper 
may not ſpread? No, it is a Temptation from 
the Devil: for it is written, Thou ſhalt not tempt 
the Lord thy Go. No more can any man that 
have promoted it make this prayer without ſi. 
Now then ſuppoſe that to avoid Sin, they have 
omitted this prayer; is it a right thing to o- 
mit it? Is not the Small pox a ſore Judgment of ³ü 
God ? and ſhould we not then pray, Deliver us MW 
from Evil Yes, but then it may be faid, that. 
tho the Small- pr as God lends it in the com- 


/ N 


* r 
/ 4 £471 


— 


4 \ 
mon courſe. of his Providence be à ſore Judg- 
ment, yet by this invention of Inocculat ion, it 
hecomes much lighter ; and tho' we don't pray 
that it may not ſpread; yet by praying tor-a 
| blefling' on this practice, we pray againſt the 
Judgment. This is indeed the beſt face that 


can be put upon it, in my opinion; and in this 


drels if we view it well, ic has an horrible af- 
Pa and | with it don't in the end prove a 
Fighting as well as praying againſt the Judg- 
ments of God. Are we not all one Church of 

Chriſt, and People of God? and ſhall we divide 
nin our Supplications to God, and think to be 
heard of him? One part praying & conteſling, 
Lord we have Sinned, and are afraid of thy Juag- 
ments which are out againſt us; ſay unto thy de- 
Nreying Angel, it is enough, tay now thine hand; 
and Lord, if it be thy holy Will, let not this (oe 
Diſeaſe ſpread further among us! And another 
part Praying, Lord, we have Sinned, & thy Juag- 
ments are upon us in ſore Sickneſs ;, but we have 
(V Providence ) found out a way to lighten it, 
give Us thy bleſſing upon it, & then let it ſpread, the 
faſter the better; no denger of death this way, and 
but little ſickneſs 5, and let us have the benefit of this 
Invention, the others of thy people that are ſo blink 
they will not ſee the benefit of it, are ever ſo much 
endangered by it. Theſe laſt words ſound a little 
Uarſn, but is it not the true language ot the 
practice? Thus we are brought into a ſtate of 
War, Sin and Contention in our very prayers,by 
carry intz on this practice in ſuch a lawleſs, ur 
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promoted it ever think of any regulation? I am 
ſure they never effected it, which ought to have 
been the very firſt ſtep in a matter of ſuch con- 
* cernment to a people. Now as theſe: things 
C have an evil aſpect in themſelves, is it not evi- 
ent, that they have ſo in their effects & con- 
eequences? luſtead of being humbled under 
* che holy hand of God in this judgment upon 
„ss, and treating one another with meekneſs & 
j charity, are we not filled with contentions, and 
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le every wicked work ? 1 pray God grant us Re- 


e bentance, leſt deſpiſing the. Chaftenings of the 


vb Wl Almighty, we provoke, him to bring yet ſorer 
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„ Plagues upon us. 


es Sir. 8 # 2 oF . Me 3 
; You ſee that at preſent I am neither Inocculator 
o'e nor Anti-inocculator, conſidering ,it only in a 
er WW Phyſical ſence : Bur I muſt condemn upon the 
g-. Wl foregoing reaſons, ſuch a raſn managing a matter 
ve of fo great concern, without advice or: Caution 
it, N which in my opinion is a great Contempt to Gd 
the und Man. That which moved me to Anſwer you 
hat at this time is, the fear that I and my Neigh- 

170 bours are in, for our ſelves and Families We 

4 are advifed that the Practice of Inocculation is 
lind WMcarrying on in our Country Towns, . which-( if it 
auch proceed ) will undoubtedly infe& and endanger the 
tle Wl Lives of vaſt. numbers more than otherwiſe would 
the mean of ſuch as are not to be Inocculateds = 


e of IM Ihe Small pox thro! Gods Goodneſs has not been 
s,by Font to ſpread generally in our Country Towns; 


ug” but a Family here and there has been viſited. But 


N . ; . f 
rded ow, it this Practice obtain among us, ſuppoſe * 
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guarded manner; and did the Gentlemen that, 


. * I —_ — — — äßD?dB?Rᷓ—ꝓ—u¶̃ —[ᷣ — 


\ 


138 ä 3 
7 a oe 77 1 by, Is : 68 ) | "7 hen 
4 few, fay a Twen tieta part of a Town take up 
with it, living in the .ſeveri! Quarters of che 
Town zit will undoubtedly infect the whole. 
know m: will ſay, they mav all be Inocculated; 
its an Excileat way; They will be ſafe in the ufe 
of it, and ever after out of Dunger. But generally 
People are not perſwided of either the expz3iency 
or Lawfulaeſs of the Pra gice; and if ſome are, 
ſhall they ia this minner force it upon others? lg 
it ſo pleaſant and beneficial, that 'tis better to undergo 
it than not, where we may by the bleſſing of God ups 
On à proper cars be in little danger? For my pat 
when I ſee this Sword of the Almighty in the Angels 
hand, I tremble, & am afraid of hisJudgments * Bur let 
him wicld his own weapons ; & it ne {lay me, get wil 
truſt in him, But When 1'heac of Quack boldly medling 
with theſe edged toolr, in ſuch a rath and lawlzis mand | 
ner; (tho tne hand ot Jod is to be ſeen in chis alſo, ) 
yet it raiſes ather,relentments in me. And it is ama 
zing to me, that the worthy Members of our General | 
Aſſzmbly, my Country N-ighbours ( who ſtart from 
their buſineſe, looking pale with fear by the danger of 
this Diſtemper ) ſhou\d not ſpend one thought upon 
chis practice, which will render their danger a thouſand 
to one greater. And now after all, to rheir Confideratis 
on we mult leave it, hoping in their care and wildom 
this matter may be brought. under ſome regulations 
That if they allow it, there may be proper Peſt Houle 
in ſolitary places, to receive thoſe that have a mind 
thus voluntarily to infect chemſclves, with ſevere pts 
nalcies on thoſe that ſhall dare to do otherwiſe, to tis 
endangering the lives of their honeſt Neighbours'; # 
* elſe co baniſh the Practice ro the Turks and F 
whe nce it came; and if ever they allow it in ſuch 
unguarded manner as we have done, I dare to be boul 
to be Inocculaced,” , Dear Francis, I bid thee heartiſ 
Farewell. , | 4 3200 
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